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Call for Expressions of Interest
Innovative Mental Health Support – Bridgend County
Funding available: £7,000 – £10,000 (max) per project
Deadline:  Friday 28th November 2025, 5pm

Overview
BAVO (Bridgend Association of Voluntary Organisations) is inviting Expressions of Interest (EOIs) for innovative, small-scale projects that respond to identified, unmet mental health support needs among residents of Bridgend County Borough.

This opportunity aims to support creative, community-based, or partnership approaches that test new ways of supporting mental wellbeing. Projects  need to tell us how they have identified need and who has been engaged in shaping the project,  The proposal can be a proof-of-concept or pilot initiative, but must show value for money and if proven successful, provide a clear plans for sustainability or further development beyond this funding period. No further funding is available.
We aim to make 4 or 5 awards of possible.
Who can apply
Applications are welcome from:
• Charities, voluntary and community organisations
• CICs and social enterprises
• Partnerships involving statutory or private sector organisations (with a community focus and lead organisation)

Projects must directly benefit residents of Bridgend County Borough.
Funding details
Grants of £7,000–£10,000 are available
 Projects can run for up to 12 months
Funding cannot be used for ongoing service delivery, core organisational costs, large capital purchases, or retrospective spending.
If you are bringing match-funding to the project, let us know
Organisations collaborating could lead to an increased funding pot. 

What we’re looking for
We’re particularly interested in ideas that:
• Address gaps in local mental health or wellbeing support
• Test new ways of reaching under-served groups
• Build community resilience or peer support
• Use creative, digital, or partnership approaches
• Provide learning that could inform future commissioning or funding
Assessment criteria
EOIs will be assessed against:
• identified need
Relevance to unmet needs in Bridgend County or a specific geographical community or community of interest within the County Borough.
 Innovation and creativity
Feasibility and deliverability
Potential outcomes and impact
 Sustainability and/or learning potential
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Shortlisted applicants may be invited for a short discussion or presentation before final decisions are made.

How to apply
1. Fill in the Microsoft Form by the 28/11/25
2. Successful applicants will be notified by mid December, with projects starting no later than January 2026.
Support and enquiries
If you’d like to discuss your idea before submitting, or need help completing the form, please email: Lucywilliams@bavo.org.uk to arrange a teams meeting.

www.bavo.org.uk
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